[The use of echography and echo-guided fine needle biopsy in the preclinical diagnosis of renal neoplasms].
During a 3 year period, 24 cases of renal cell carcinoma by means of ultrasonography have been observed. Seven of the 24 patients presented signs and/or symptoms of renal disease (29.2%); in 6 cases a malignant disease of unknown origin was suspected (25%) and in the other 11 the diagnosis was directed to gastrointestinal diseases (45.8%). The incidental finding of a renal malignant tumor by ultrasound in a high percentage of cases suggested an increasing use of this technique in hospitalized patients.